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LETTER. . 



Boston, March 2d, 1849. 
Dear Sir, — 

Mrs. Folsom has to-day called on us, and stated, among other things, 
that she was threatened by an officer, that unless she leaves the tenement 
she now occupies and pays a bill of costs, she will be put out forcibly and 
committed to jail for the costs. She says you are a tenant at will the same 
as herself; that she occupies the premises under a parol lease ; that she 
pays her rent monthly, according- to agreement ; and that by reason of 
your agreeing not to turn her out so long as she should continue to pay the 
rent as agreed, she has expended a considerable sum. in repairing the 
honse. 

She says, also, that you have twice sued her to get her out of the prem- 
ises, and that in the last suit you recovered a judgment. We suppose the 
officer has the execution on that judgment, and is threatening her as above 
named upon that execution. We tell her she has no means at law of 
resisting that execution, that if the officer receives it, and you direct, he 
must execute it. But that we do not believe you will order the execution 
to be served by setting her furniture into the street, and shutting up her 
person in jail. And to operate on your mind not to do so, at her request, 
we write this letter. We believe her to be a woman of an honest conscience 
and honest life. She has her peculiarity of views on subjects connected 
with religion, morals, and society ; and, as a result flowing from those views, 
her character and course of life differs from that of those women who 
acquiesce in society as it is, troubling themselves with no speculative 
views, and having no purpose in life but to pass through it with as much 
of what they deem enjoyment, and as little of inconvenience as they can. 
We cannot suppose that she is a disreputable tenant, nor that she abuses 
your premises. The only reason why you can desire to be rid of her is, 
that you hope to get more rent than she pays under the agreement. Now 
it may be that by virtue of the law you may be able to violate your promise. 
But I can hardly believe that you will be disposed to do so in the present 
case. If the agreement is as she states it, you can have advantage of the 
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law to violate it, only because it is not in writing. It is just as binding in 
honor and good faitb as if it were in writing. If she has made outlays on 
the strength of the agreement, it is not only bad faith in yourself, but it is 
a great injury to her for you to disregard it It is a little difficult to believe 
that a man of proper sentiments and sensibility would violate such an 
agreement when made with an equal of his own *er, merely because 
he could do it according to law, and thereby put a few dollars in his purse. 
It is much more difficult to believe that such a man would do so when the 
agreement is made with a woman who is cast upon the world single-hand* 
ed, and without the support and guardianship of a husband's protection. 
Especially, when by so doing, he will not only casther into the street in the 
cold of winter, but will take from her the worth of the expenditure she has 
made without any equivalent. As to committing a woman to jail under 
such circumstances, no jnan, — no Shy lock even, — nothing short of a 
brute in human form would do it. We assured her, that whatever you 
might do with a view to getting her out of the house, you would not in any 
event commit her to jail. Why, look at such a scene ! You bargain with 
a woman, who, on her part, not only performs in good faith, but pays out 
her money in reliance that you will do the same. You after a while think 
you can make a few dollars by violating the agreement, and find a clause 
in the law which will help you to do it. You proceed, according to law, to 
be dishonest and unfaithful, turning her into the street, and destroying the 
vahie of her expenditures, and then because she will not pay the expenses 
of this operation, you will, according ' to law, shut her up in jail. No, you 
will not, unless the basest and most penurious avarice has taken your 
man's heart and blood out of you and made you a mere selfish monster. 
We think, on due reflection, you will think it best to let your judgment 
and execution go for nothing, and on your part cease to oppress an inoffen- 
sive woman by threats even, while she is honest and true to the contract 
she has made with you. 

Yours, with respect, 

Member or the Boston Bar. 
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AN EXPRESSION OF SENTIMENTS. 



Being fully convinced that the cause of the deep degradation, and, as it 
would seem, — to one of little faith ; — almost hopeless condition of man- 
kind at the present time, may be traced mainly to the despotic, priestly 
power, by which man has assumed, or rather presumed, to govern and 
punish his fellow-man, and being keenly aggrieved on account of the vast 
amount of poverty, crime, degradation and indescribable misery which we 
have brought upon ourselves and entailed upon our posterity by the long- 
continued apathy and criminal neglect of one of the most important duties 
which has ever devolved on man, namely, a prudent forethought and judi- 
cious management of the people's money. While thousands of dollars are 
annually expended to no purpose which can in any way benefit the people, 
but worse than thrown away, hundreds of human beings, even in the rich, 
the free, the philanthropic city of Boston, are pining in pinching poverty, 
and suffering for the bare necessaries of life. While our State Prisons, 
Alms Houses, Jails, Hospitals and Houses of Correction are constantly being 
filled up with men, women and children, where, in consequence of the 
shame and degradation to which their situation unavoidably reduces them, 
they are rendered spiritless, heart-broken ; and, undoubtedly, in nine cases 
out of ten, the inmates of those institutions would, if they could die with- 
out laying violent hands upon their own lives, prefer death. 

Believing that there is no necessity for this, and in the greater effi- 
ciency of associated over individual effort, we agree to form ourselves into 
a society, the object of which shall be to elevate the mental, moral, 
physical and scientific condition of all mankind, irrespective of country, 
color, sex, sect or condition. Whoever will sign the constitution may 
become members of the society. Its government shall be vested in the 
people. There shall be no officers, official or public servants ; no lead- 
ers, masters or servants. We will meet together as often as practicable, 
in order to deliberate and consult measures whereby the reformation and 
salvation, which we think was lost through ignorance of the law of organic 
life and neglect of the physical constitution, may be restored to our world. 
We recognize but one King and Lawgiver, one Judge and Ruler of mankind. 
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We are bound by the laws of a kingdom, the subjects of which are forbid- 
den to right, in which mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other; in which there is no distinction of rank, or 
division of caste; no state lines, or geographical boundaries, or in- 
equality of sex ; the officers of which are peace ; its exactors righteous- 
ness; its walls salvation, and its gates praise. Hence, as a measure 
of sound policy, of safety to property, life and liberty, of public quietude 
and private enjoyment, as well as on the ground of allegiance to 
him who is Lord of lords and King of kings, we cordially adopt the 
non-resistance principle, being confident that it provides for all possible 
consequences, will insure all things needful to us, is armed with omnipotent 
power, and must ultimately triumph over every assailing foe ; but as long 
as human governments do exist, and legislative enactments are resorted to 
for any purpose, we will do all we conscientiously can by such enactments, 
and by all moral means, whereby every individual shall be suitably em- 
ployed, and by which every human being shall be entitled to all the labor 
of his hands, and likewise to the unbiassed exercise of the mind, which 
guides the operations of the hand. Also, that we will do all in our power 
to provide means whereby every human being shall be comfortably fed, 
decently clothed, taken care of when sick, and instructed in all the essen- 
tial and useful arts and sciences, literary, mechanical, and agricultural. 
And* as we believe that a vast amount of the misery occasioned by the 
thousand and one diseases which man is heir to, and the premature death 
of thousands and millions of our race, is in a very great degree owing to 
neglect or ignorance on the part of those who have the care of children and 
youth in their domestic training and education, we will do all in our 
power to make mankind better and happier ; therefore, we will do all we 
can to promote the holy cause of temperance and virtue. According to the 
best of our knowledge and ability, we will leave no scheme untried for the 
correct information of the rising generation in this respect ; and with this 
view will endeavor to get up circulating libraries, composed of physiolog- 
ical, anti-slavery, non-resistant and temperance journals and publications. 
There should be a library of this description in every neighborhood or 
school district. Parents, teachers and children should meet as often as 
once a week, to edify, instruct, and build each other up. Independent soci- 
eties and classes, according to age and circumstance, should be formed in 
every place, and the people, of every age, sect, sex, country and condition, 
without partiality or respect to persons, should assemble and bring what 
they have to spare to relieve the needy. While one reads, or instructs, or 
talks, the others may work. Little boys as well as girls should be learned to 
knit, sew, and braid straw. 

Idleness and extravagance are very great evils, and almost invariably, if 
indulged in without restraint, lead to vice and dissipation ; therefore, no 
pains shall be spared to encourage habits of industry and frugality. Chil- 
dren may be taught as soon as they can speak and walk to be industrious, 
useful and happy. I have kriown children two and three years old, whose 
parents told me they could not get the wild little things to look on a book. 
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After first gaining their affections by persuasion and the power of love, and 
by degrees getting their ambition a little excited, in the short space of six 
months I have known such to learn to read well ; and they loved their books, 
and delighted in taking lessons as much as in drums and dolls, and swords 
and guns, and whips aod dogs. 

You know the mind of a child is always active, and as soon as he begins 
to take notice, you discover a sort of contrary disposition, a certain inde- 
pendent feeling, and an unwillingness to be taught. Whenever you dis- 
cover anything of this kind, however young your child may be, or however 
pretty his little tricks may appear, he will take advantage of the least 
expression of approbation on your part. It is the duty of all mothers, nurses, 
and teachers, to suppress the very first risings of indwelling sin by simply a 
look of disapprobation. This, I think, is in most cases sufficient. We love 
approbation. Therefore, it is my opinion, that an invariable expression of 
approval for right actions, and of disapprobation for wrong ones, is sufficient 
correction and discipline for all the faults of young children. When the 
child can creep even, perfect obedience should be enjoined. You will, if you 
take notice, discover a propensity to injure, to do mischief. .This must not 
be suffered. The child must be made to know, by some pleasant and easy . 
method, that it is wrong to be cruel ; must never be permitted to hurt in 
the slightest degree any animal or insect. When he throws your work out 
of the basket on to the floor, he must pick it up ; but you should be very 
careful how you command children, if you* mean to be obeyed. They must 
never be told to do anything that you do not mean shall positively be done 
by them. It is necessary, absolutely so, that those who are intrusted with 
the education of children, should watch a great deal, and be carefnl what 
is said in their presence, and in what manner words are spoken. Many 
mothers and teachers are in the daily habit of giving promises and threat- 
enings to children, which they have no idea of ever performing. This is a 
very great error. In this way they learn to utter falsehoods; and when 
they become older and know more about the gratification of the senses, 
passions and appetite, it would not probably require a very powerful temp- 
tation to induce them actually to take what was not their own, and tell a lie 
to hide it ; whereas, if that same child had never heard a falsehood uttered 
in the presence of older persons without an expression of horror, he too 
would shudder at the idea of being found thus guilty in the opinion of 
those he so dearly loved. This is an important point. The truth is every- 
thing. If we keep the truth it will keep us ; and if children hear nothing 
but truth, they will not be very liable to speak lies. There should be more 
importance attached to the quality of what children learn, than the quantity. 
The evil arising from the youth and inexperience of parents, guardians and 
teachers, is not one of small magnitude. When I have thoueht of the fact, 
that Christ taught nothing but morality and faith with works corresponding, 
and that he did not enter on his ministry till he began to be about thirty years 
old, I have been led to consider, whether, if persons had been that length 
of time seeking after truth, and had been usefully and faithfully employed 
. in the common every-day avocations of life, (if, indeed, such persons pos- 
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sess no more literature themselves than merely to be able to read and spell 
intelligibly,) are not in fact better qualified to teach all children under the 
age of ten years, both in the church and the school as well as in the nur- 
sery, than the most refined and accomplished young ladies, or -the greatest 
scholars and theologians in the world, who, if they had plenty of money, 
would have no disposition to confine themselves to a school-roora, or to the 
arduous task of taking care of young children* The human soul is too » 
noble in its origin, too oapacious in its dimensions, and too sublime w its ; 
nature to be satisfied with sordid pleasures or low enjoyments* and 
which are merely the productions of an earthly soil. Therefore, we dis- 
cover the vital importance of assiduously watching the ever-growing » 
capacity and rapid march of mind as early developed in children, Young 
persons should never be chosen as teachers, — the ostensible purposes oi 
which are to disseminate solid and useful information. We do not wish to 
be considered harsh or illiberal, we require only the proper requisites of the 
teacher, — knowledge and experience ; that experience which is defined 
as much memory, or the memory of many things; and that knowledge 
which time an$ observation have so expanded as to render one capable of 
teaching the young idea how to shoot, and competent to take children and 
youth by the hand, and lead them to usefulness and happiness up to the 
throne of God. It is evident, therefore, that all this cannot be acquired at 
once, — cannot be possessed by youth fresh from the classics, and new in 
acquaintance with human nature, nor by the mere book-student, caring 
nothing for the world around him. There is a regular process for the hu- 
man mind to go through ere theory can be aided by praotice ; ere the 
teacher or principal in any department can be other than it sometimes ap- 
pears, a mere mechanical drudge ; ere he can show that attention to the 
information, reformation and complete salvation of all mankind, which, at 
the present time, the ignorant, low, degraded, corrupt state of society 
throughout the civilized as well as the heathen world so loudly calls for. 
u The mind is the standard of the man," says Dr. Watts. And children 
are similar to trees, or those tender plants whose roots require the atten- 
tion and culture of an experienced, industrious and faithful gaxdener^in ; 
order that they may be thrifty and bear much fruit. Wrong treatment and 
injudicious management of children is directly calculated to ruin their dis- 
positions, make them miserable in themselves,* and fender them incapable / 
of conferring that happiness and benefit on others which God designed they 
should, when he made them social, rational and intelligent beings. The . 
old adage holdB good in this, case, "As the twig is bent the tree is in-! 
clined." Sentiments of love and affection should be early inculcated; . 
and the immortal, eternal and unchangeable principles of truJh, liberty 
and righteousness instilled into their youthful understandings, of which 
genuine affection for each other, gratitude to God and their benefeetoss, with 
self respect, are but the legitimate fruks. In this case I am a decided be- , 
liever wity the wise man : if a child is trained up in the way he should. go, 
when he is old he will not, depart from it. Then huma© nature is blended , 
with the divine, his heart is not prone to evil as the sparks are to fly upwards, 
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No ; he is renewed in the image of his Maker, God ; he is a new man in 
Christ Jesus; he is not a believer in that old church creed, viz., that no 
man can keep the commandments of God, but daily doth break them in 
thought, word and deed, as my excellent, though in that thing, mistaken 
mother, used to teach me. Now I am speaking of the faults of education, 
and my deaf departed mother, I cannot forbear mentioning one other error 
of wfcich she was ignorant, otherwise she would have been most* criminally 
guilty. It is: one so fatal in its consequences, and so universally prevalent, 
— though painful to my feelings to revive from the dead any of the faults or 
imperfections of her who has so long since slept in the dqst, and ope who in 
life was so dear tome, *— ■ yet,irom a sense of duty which I owe to the rising 
generation, I feel called upon to advert to it here. Perhaps some of my 
readers are wondering by this time what the dreadful thing can be. It is 
that most common practice and saying of over-fond and indulgent mothers, ■ 
" Stuff a cold and starve a fever*" There can be nothing more erroneous 
than the idea, tfrat to distend the stomach and paralyze the digestive organs, 
when the system is fast sinking under disease, will have a tendency to 
throw it off. The, fact is entirely the reverse. The disease should be starved 
out in the first stage. It is almost certain, if a severe cold is stuffed, the 
patient will be obliged to starve a fever ; whereas, if he would fest entirely 
for twenty*four hours, and use frequent ablutions of tepid or cold water on 
the whole surface of the skin, diseases of all kinds would be thrown off with- 
out the taking of medicine, or any other trouble than the disagreeable process. 
The oondition o£ man calls loudly for a social reform — a reform in our 
present false, repugnant system of labor, A reform in labor is the true 
practical commencement of a social reform. It is a vast question, .which 
should be broached and discussed. The age is most favorable for it ; but 
it will not be touched by politicians, and the great and rich, we fear, until 
foroed to do so by the sentiment of the masses. A voice must go forth from 
the toiling multitude, which shall sound deep and loud through society, 
and which; shall sumrmqa them to the task* The epoch has arrived when 
that downtrodden multitude can speak out. Never before in the history of 
the world have* the laboring classes been able to stand forth and demand 
in true, noble and powerful language, their rights and their social eleva- 
tion,; — never before has labor been looked upon in any other light than as 
an accursed drudgery, fit only for slaves and serfs. Publie sentiment is . 
beginning to change; antique errors are beginning to be rectified; the , 
words, dignity of labor, are whispered abroad. They go forth from, the . 
pulpit, aqdthe religious sentiment is entwined about them, have even been 
pronounced- by politicians, and a small portion of the press has done itself . 
high honor by coinciding with this noble belief. The present is a most . 
propitious time for a great reform. The fruitless policy and measures of 
our political men are seen through ajid despised. Our political and eccle- 
siastical leaders are last falling behind the age. A deep thirst for more 
effectual reforms burns in all true and conscientious souls, and public senti-. 
ment is outstripping the puerile controversies and plans of reform, which are, 
fomented by the contracted and selfish ambition of all partisan leaders in the 
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Church, in the State, and in the School. The age is propitious. One strong 
blow, and the cause of suffering and outraged humanity will be gained. 
Man the priest, the legislator, the soldier, the lawyer, the physician, and 
the play-actor, have hitherto swayed the worlds The day is approaching, 
when man the laborer shall come forth ; and, freed from poverty, misery 
and ignorance, shall undertake the high trust confided to him by God, 
that of overseer of earth and its kingdoms, and shall proceed to fulfil it. 
He will take this globe, now neglected and devastated, with its burning 
deserts, its miasmatic swamps, its rude forests, it* bleak and bare moun- 
tains, and by his vivifying and creative labor transform it into a magnifi- 
cent abode, worthy of God who created it, and the genius of man which 
presides over it. It is by labor, directed by a high degree of intelligence, 
that man continues and completes upon this earth the work of the Divinity. 
God created the animal and vegetable kingdoms in a vigorous and rude 
state. Man, by his intelligent care, by the art of grafting and by skilful 
crossings, cam give to both a high degree of perfection. God delivered the 
earth into the hands of the human race. It is covered with dense forests, 
and wild plains and valleys. Men and women, by united, persevering and 
mighty action, can cultivate and embellish its surface, cover it with 
beautiful domains, with their gardens, lawns and glades, and cause it to 
teem with its thousand varied riches and productions. Man is the over- 
seer of the earth, and industry the implement—- the means by whioh he per- 
forms his trust. The time has come when man the laborer must go forth 
and commence his great work, which has so long been impeded by tyranny 
and usurpations of others, and by the ignorance, prejudice, and false policy 
of the leaders of the world. But perhaps some of you are beginning to say, 
Impossible, utterly fruitless ; you might as well think of turning the world 
upside down, as to facilitate and carry forward a work of such utility, mag- 
nitude and importance, without organization and wise leaders, judicious 
governors and magnanimous officers, to lead in the enterprise. 

But, my dear brethren, remember, union is power. Love and union are 
all-powerful to prevail. Only let us be united in the faith, that the thing is 
practicable, and put forth united and energetic effort, and the work is done. 
There is no lack, says a writer, at the present day, on the part of women, 
of a disposition to action, of bold and startling enterprise. Judging from the 
movements that have been made, the time is thought by some not far dis- 
tant, when they will have the entire control of things; when every mea- 
sure of legislation, especially every measure that involves intelligence, 
the exercise and demand of intellect, will be placed under their control. 
I disapprove in toto of distinct societies. " What God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder." Let man but acknowledge ^he equality of wo- 
man, and there is but little doubt of the right behavior of my sex. Let men 
but have confidence in the ability and power of woman to participate equal- 
ly in the government and law, in our present exigency, and we think they 
may safely look to us for succor and help* We feel bound to attempt that 
change in the habits and customs of the people so loudly called for by 
circumstances, and to strike a powerful, united and effectual blow at the 
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main causes of the evils which we suffer. We propose, in sober serious- 
ness, that, instead of spending our energies for political fame and ecclesi- 
astical glory, and the people's money in support of Armies and Navies, Na- 
tional and State Legislatures, that we forthwith combine^ our efforts, and 
unite together for the purpose of announcing and reiterating our abiding ' 
and unchanging adherence to the great principles of equal and exact jus- 
tice in every department of life, — in all our dealings and intercourse with 
each other, as well as to the principles of the Declaration of the Revolution- 
tionary Fathers, that not only all men, but all persons are created free and 
equal ; and to declare our firm determination, that, in the great contest now 
being waged between slavery and freedom, our voice shall always be 
heard on the side of the free. Believing that it is the indispensable duty 
of all, as they value life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and their sacred 
honor, to come over and help us, by registering their names, and pledg- 
ing their cordial sympathy, and, within the limits of their conscientious 
sense of right action, to co-operate with the friends of freedom throughout 
the land in every just and well-directed effort for the suppression and exter- 
mination of war, slavery, pauperism, criminal courts, paid priesthood, leg- 
islatures, intemperance, vice and immorality in all their multiplied forms* 
And we earnestly entreat of all to form associations everywhere for the 
suspension and total abolition of extravagance, and sign a solemn pledge, 

,and urge all to adopt it, and act and live up to it, not to countenance, sup- 
port, sanction or encourage modern fairs ; not to purchase or wear the gew» 
gaws of the times ; not to use, appropriate, or resort to them, in any way, 
shape or manner whatever, be thd consequences what they may, and so 
far as regards expense, confine themselves to the total exclusion of what- 
ever in their sober judgment and reason is not calculated to promote the 
health, moral and intellectual improvement of all mankind. In this way 
and by this means, it is most apparent that the evils of this nation may be 
averted, and we as a people be saved from the horrid sin of strengthening 
and perpetuating human slavery, which has placed* us before the world in 
the humiliating and disgraceful attitude of supporters and defenders of a 
system of oppression odious to every friend of liberty, and abhorrent to 
every principle of humanity and religion. Only let us carry out the princi- 
ple of love and forgiveness, as it is laid down in the New Testament, and 
as the elect of God put on bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiv- 
ing one another ; if any have a quarrel against any, even as Christ forgives 
us, let us forgive one another, and settle all difficulties amicably. Then 

_ this wilderness world would blossom as the rose, and the solitary places be* 
made glad for us. Then, and not till then, will the curse of slavery, war, and 4 
their attendant evils, be removed. Then will a nation be born to God in a 
day, and the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of the Sa- 
viour of mankind, and we, as a people, be brought into a condition aecocd- 
ant with our proud boast of American Independence. 

But let the moral and republican principles of our country be abandoned, 
and our proud nation bow in unconditional obsequiousness to the man-kill** 
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ing, slaveholding power, by which the United Slates are governed, at the 
dictation of Daniel Webster. Let impudence, intrigue and corruption tri- 
umph over honesty, genius and intellect, and our liberties and strength will 
depart forever. Of these there can be no resuscitation. The " abomina- 
tion of desolation " will be fixed and perpetual ; and as the mighty fabric 
of our glory totters into ruins, the nations of the earth will mock at us in 
our overthrow, like the powers of darkness when the throned one of Baby- 
Jon became eveu as themselves, and " the glory of the Chaldees " had 
gone down forever. 

It is a self-evident fact, that those who direct the politics of the nation, 
and govern the religion of the world, have rode into power gold-shod upon 
the backs of the poor negro of the South, and the outraged, degraded, 
down-trodden working class in the nominally Free States, who wear them- 
selves, out, body and mind, in the dreary round of repugnaut labor and -de- 
grading toil, which poverty and dependence force upon them. Ought not 
we, every working man and woman in the Northern States, this day to hang 
pur heads in sorrow and in shame, that we have suffered ourselves thus to 
be hood-winked, priest-ridden and outraged till we have, unawares, shame- 
fully and wickedly departed from the path of rectitude, justice and common 
honesty, and aided and assisted in enslaving and brutalizing the millions 
of our darker-colored brethren, to elevate to office men who have given the' 
most indubitable evidence that it was not their country's good, nor the good 
of the farmers, mechanics and laboring classes that they sought, but the 
elevation of the favored few to high seats of trust and honor! We, as a 
nation, are so sunk in falseness, that truth appears in the midst of the sel- 
fish and grovelling din of society like vain and visionary declamation \ so 
much so, that when the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth 
is brought to bear upon any iniquitous system to make the rich richer 
and the poor poorer, upon any favorite popular movement of capitalists, 
corporations and slaveholders, — even Southern slavery, — and the selfishness 
and contracted spirit of the age have paralyzed men's efforts for the general 
good, toy directing their energies to the welfare of a certain class and to mere 
personal ends, — that the truth-teller is considered little better than mad and 
crazy, evidently a fit subjectfor an insane hospital. I think there can scarce- 
ly /be found a man or woman engaged in any of the religious, political, 
temperance, social, moral reform, anti-slavery or peace movements, as offi- 
cial members of those organized bodies, — not even William Lloyd Garri- 
son, - 1 - who, it seems to me, if raised to power, would not wield its sceptre, 
and more firmly establish the principle advanced by Daniel Webster, that 
it would 6eem to be the part of wisdom to found government on property ; 
or, in other words, to constitute money the permanent basis of power in this 
country. Many regard the excitement produced by the agitation of slavery 
and equal rights as an evidence of insanity, and a sufficient excuse for de- 
priving every independent man and woman of all social rights. Others so 
undervalue the rights and responsibilities of woman, as to scoff and gain- 
say whenever she goes forth to duties beyond the kitchen, the nursery, or 
the parlor. Their cry is, that it is a political subject, with which women 
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have nothing to do ; that our mad ravings about universal freedom and 
equal rights so effectually stir up the spirit of rnobocracy, and strengthen 
the rx>wer of Judge Lynch, that the cause is rolled back at least one hun- 
dred years. To those we would say, that the universal alarm which has 
spread through the United States is conclusive evidence of their convic- 
tion, that slavery, war, intemperance, licentiousness, pauperism, and the 
modern fairs — none of these great evils can long survive free discussion. 

Men, whose interests are very nearly allied to chattel slavery, cannot 
bear to have their idols brought in question ; nevertheless, when free dis- 
cussion is laid at their root, they know full well, that the evils which so 
materially affect mankind, must inevitably be swept away by a rec- 
tified public opinion, and, like drowning men catching at straws, they 
affect to regard the excitement produced by the agitation of these subjects 
as an evidence of the impolicy of free meetings, and a sufficient excuse for 
their own self-seeking emolument by that most demoralizing of all influ- 
ences — the accursed love of gold. To the second objection, that women 
have nothing to do with political affairs, we would say, every person should 
feel an intense interest in the political concerns of the country, because 
the honor, happiness and well-being of every class are bound up in its poli- 
tics, religious government and laws. Are we chattels because we are wo- 
men? Are we bereft of citizenship because we are the mothers, wives, 
sisters and daughters of a mighty people 1 Have women no country, no 
interest staked in public weal, no liabilities in common peril, no partner- 
ship in a nation's guilt and shame ? Has woman no home nor household 
altars, nor endearing ties of kindred, nor sway wilh man, nor power at a 
mercy-seat, nor voice to cheer, nor hand to raise the drooping, and to bind 
up the broken-hearted? Others, again, are weeping in secret places over 
the abominations of slavery, pauperism, war, and the pestilence that walk- 
eth in darkness, and the destruction that wasteth at noon-day. Let them 
unite with us in unremitted effort to deliver ourselves out of the hands of 
the oppressor, lest our candle-stick be removed out of its place, and the 
inhabitants of boastful America be swept off the earth, because of our evil 
doings as a nation. War, unjust, aggressive, bloody war, has been strid- 
ing over the earth with the crushing step of a giant, unpeopling here a vil- 
lage and there a city, and slavery, too. American slavery, the vilest, said 
John Wesley, that ever saw the sun ; and Thomasi Jefferson said, God has 
no attribute to take sides with American slavery, one hour of which is 
fraught with more misery than ages of that which our Revolutionary 
Fathers rose in rebellion to oppose. 

But while the lamp holds out to burn, ' . . . > 

The vilest sinner may return. p 

Let the United States Government be guided by the example of Jesus 
in the treatment of enemies, and withdraw her standing army, and abol- 
ish slavery throughout the land, and the people everywhere register their 
testimony, not only against all wars, whether offensive or defensive, but 
all preparations for war; against every naval ship, every arsenal, every forti- 
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fication ; against the military system, and a standing army ; against all mili- 
tary chieftains and soldiers ; against all monuments commemorative of per 
sons, or victory over, a foreign foe ; all trophies won in battle ; all celebrations 
in honor of military or naval exploits ; against all appropriations for the de- 
fence of a nation by force and arms, or the support of slavery or pauperism, 
on the part of any legislative body ; against any edict of government requir- 
ing of the people military service. Let every body deem it unlawful to 
bear arms or to hold a military office. Let every man, woman and child, 
voluntarily exclude themselves from every legislative and judicial body. 
True men and truthful women cannot hold any office which imposes upon 
its incumbent the obligation to compel men to do right even on pain of 
imprisonment or death. They cannot occupy a seat in the legislature, or 
on the bench, neither can they elect others to act as their substitutes in any 
such capacity. They conscientiously repudiate all honors, stations, author- 
ity and power, delegated by man to his fellow-man. Therefore it follows, 
that they cannot sue any person at law to compel by force to restore 'any- 
thing which may have been wrongfully taken from themselves or others. 
But if enemies have seized their cloak, they will let them take the coat 
also, rather than to subject the wrong-doer to the punishment of penal 
law. The penal code, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, was never 
instituted by God or Jesus Christ ; and the forgiveness instead of the punish- 
ment of enemies has been enjoined upon all people in all ages of the 
world, by every spirit except that of the old serpeut, the devil, which now 
works in the hearts of the children of disobedience. To extort money by 
penal law from enemies, or set them upon a pillory, or cast them into 
prison, so as to prevent them from laboring with the hands or head for an 
honest living for themselves and families, or hang them upon a gallows, is 
evidently not to forgive, but to take retribution, which is not the duty, right - 
or prerogative of any man or body of men. Let the American people do 
this, then shall we build the old waste places ; then shall we be that peo- 
ple whose God is the power of eternal truth, love and forgiveness; and we 
shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. 

But let us exalt Daniel Webster to the Presidency, and let slavery be 
strengthened and perpetuated, and more foreign territory annexed for the 
purpose of increasing the slave power, which has already become so formid- 
able and imperious that forbearance ceases to be a virtue, and to be silent 
is to be false to the great principles of liberty ; and we shall realize the 
truth of that old saying to the fullest extent, " When the wicked rule, the 
land mourns." 

War, bloodshed and pestilence will steal over us again like an invisible 
curse, reaching its victims silently and unseen, until every dwelling is a 
sepulchre, and we shall grope in darkness, and wasting and destruction 
will come upon us at noon-day. Famine, too, will brood over us, and the 
whole working population of the United States will inevitably be reduced to 
the condition of the slaves of the South, the peasantry of Great Britain, the 
serfs of Russia, and the starving Irish.^ Yes; famine, pestilence, slavery 
and war will be visited upon us in a ten-fold ratio by the man-killing, 
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slaveholdiog power and authority of these United States, with a long and 
weary visitation, until the sky itself is brazen, and the beautiful greenness 
and fertility of our beloved country give place to the barren desert — a wide 
waste of appalling desolation. But if we loose the bands of wiokedness 
and undo the heavy burdens and let the oppressed go free ; and when we 
see the poor, the criminal, the destitute and the degraded sons and daugh- 
ters of sorrow and of shame, if we bring them to our house, and give them 
suitable encouragement to do well and earn an honest living for them- 
selves, and spare no pains for their physical, moral and intellectual educa- 
tion, instead of building Poor-Houses, Jails, Houses of Correction, State Pris- 
ons and Lunatic Prisons, erroneously called asylums for the insane, to siqk 
them still lower in poverty, crime and degradation, then will the wild 
flowers bloom again, in peace upon the battle-field, and above the crushed 
skeletons of base America's vain-glorious sons. " The bill, appropriating ten 
millions of acres of the public lands for the relief and support of indigent 
insane persons, has passed the Senate of the United States.' 7 " One hundred 
thousand dollars have within a few years been appropriated by the State of 
Massachusetts for the support of insane quack doctors, or, in other words, 
to humbug the people by building another infernal and inquisitorial ma- 
chine for the aid of wealthy men who have prodigal sons or relatives, for 
whose welfare they wish to rely upon the paternal hospitalities of the State. 
Having once been made a victim under such inquisitorial laws, and been 
deprived of all my rights and liberties, I shall speak as a free American cit- 
izen of the gross imposition practised upon the people by these most infa- 
mous legislative acts." The writer of the above says, " Now, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, if you are in want pf any facts, aye, stubborn facts, made under oath, 
to illustrate this inquisitorial system of humbug, where every sane person 
in the country is made liable to be separated from his family, and deprived 
of his liberty by unprincipled and fiendish relations, there is a sane man 
ready to furnish them fearless of the world, and who does not require muoh 
solicitation to show them up at short order." — [From Boston Times.] 

The Times adds, " Our belief is, that there are persons confined in the 
McLean Asylum at Somerville, who are no more deserving of such a hard 
fate than a host of individuals who may be fallen in with in our public 
streets. Is it worth while for the Legislature to saddle upon the State an 
expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars, meaning not less than a quar- 
ter of a million, before the thing shall be completed, according to the good 
old system of legalized peculation, in the way of false estimates, jobs, &c. ; 
for the purpose of erecting another of these bastiles ? We think not ; and 
our opinion is, that the legislature would be much better employed in inves- 
tigating the causes of the confinement of people alleged to be insane, and 
in reforming the laws bearing upon the matter, than it would be in taxing 
the people for the purpose of enabling cold-blooded envy to safely incarcerate 
its victims according to the forms, though entirely in opposition to the law." 

Now, instead of the House concurring with the Senate, to enable the dif- 
ferent States to realize a fund from the sale of what they claim as their por- 
tion of these lands, which is to be devoted to the erection and support of 
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hospitals for the indigent insane within their borders, which class ofunfor- 
• tnnate persons; it is said, are last increasing amongst us, and accessions are 
constantly being made from abroad; if the legislature, at the commence- 
ment of the coming session, wilt pass a law, that every Jail, Hospital, House 
of Correction, 8tate Prison, Court-House, Church, or public property called 
chtrrch, every State Lunatic, so-called, Asylum, and every Theatre and 
' Museum shall be converted immediately into comfortable dwelling-houses 
' for the poor? houses ot instruction and work-shops for the people, and all 
persons not only allowed to take care of their own poor, aged arid young, 
sick and insane, but encouraged to do so by public sympathy ; and if they 
are not able to do it at their own expense, that they shall be amply remun- 
erated from the public treasury, no doubt the number of those persons who 
are called insane would be greatly diminished. I have no doubt, but that 
in nine cases out often, persons are made or kept crazy by improper treat- 
ment, and in consequence of having been deprived of their personal rights, 
and incarcerated in those horrid places of torment, shut out from the light 
of science and all virtuous society, whereas, with sufficient encouragement 
to do well, and with proper treatment, when sick in body or mind, with every 
advantage for social enjoyment and moral improvement, in nioetyrnirie 
cases out of a hundred, the initiates Of those hells upon earth would be 
no more insane, and quite as competent to self-support and self-government, 
as those who are reading these lines. We ask the government to hold us 
together in peace and love. While men assume the right to govern, we 
demand of them, as our right) that they should rule and govern in right- 
eousness ; that they loose the bands of wickedness, break every yoke, and 
let the of/pressed go free. If the peace principle be carried out in all the 
government and law, then shall our light break forth as the morning, and 
health shall spring forth speedily, and righteousness shall go before us, and 
the glory of all the nations of the earth shall be our reward. If we as a na- 
tion hearken to the indwelling voice of truth, and do these things, then shall 
we be above only, and not beneath ; and we shall lend to many nations, 
but shall hot borrow. The good treasure of the heavens shall be open to 
give rain to our land in its season, and all the work of Our hand shall be 
blessed ; for brass we shall have gold ; and for iron, silver; and for wood, 
brass ; and for stones, iron. We 9hall be an eternal excellency, a joy of 
all generations to come. 
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